conscience or to tne security 01 the state, it required experiences like those of the French Revolution to convince men that the dissolution of the restraints of religion, in minds which from infancy had been accustomed to them, might be even still more desolating in its effects on morals and government. And meanwhile, this view,, as stated by Bacon, bore fruit and multiplied. The undiscriminating denunciation of Superstition in the seventeenth century,, coupled with the freer mode of inquiry into the fundamentals of religion which marked the close of the period, terminated in results, which, however much he may have contributed to them, he would probably have been among the last to welcome.
8th. The last point which I shall notice is also one which had a great and undoubted effect on subsequent speculation. The interests of Bacon, as we have seen, were in the progress of science. "What he, above all things, desired was a clear and unimpeded course for his favourite pursuit. Now he could never forget (or the divines and controversialists of his time would never have allowed him to forget) what he states so emphatically in a passage of the Novum Organum, already quoted, on the bitter and perennial opposition between Natural Philosophy and the blind and immoderate zeal for religion. TV hat then so effectual, and what so obvious, as to declare an entire separation between the spheres of Science and Theology, of Reason and Faith ? Their admixture had made the one fantastic, and the other heretical. The remedy, therefore, was to put them asunder; to give to reason the things of reason, and to faith the things.of faith. Then, the one would declare the Will of God, and the other His Power. Nor was the idea of this truce, I think, suggested solely by the motive of preserving the rights of science. It was in perfect sincerity, I
